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The hostels will be close to the places where the young people are
being employed or trained. Certain financial powers are given to
local authorities for training or maintaining such young persons.
The only persons liable to pay contributions towards the upkeep of
these young people are the parents, whose liability will cease when
the child reaches the age of sixteen.
The Act includes important provisions affecting voluntary homes
and organisations. Every voluntary home must be registered by
the Home Secretary, who can refuse or withdraw registration if he
considers the home unsatisfactory. All homes are to be open to
regular inspection, including that undertaken by local authorities.
An exchequer grant not exceeding fifty per cent of the expenditure
incurred by local authorities in the discharge of their functions will
be made. An Advisory Council on Child Care will assist the Home
Secretary in his administration and there will be a separate Advisory
Council for Scotland. The Home Secretary, the Minister of Educa-
tion in England and Wales, and the Secretary of State in Scotland,
are empowered to make regulations defining the spheres of responsi-
bility of local authorities and L.E.A.s.
It should be noted that the Act, following the Curtis Report,
gave a preference to private foster-homes or small corporate houses
rather than to larger institutions. The principle was that of pro-
viding a real home life for children without homes. Another feature
of the Act was the attention given to after-care by provision of
hostels and the award of financial assistance to those over eighteen
who need to complete their education and training.
To conclude this chapter, a reference must be made to the
BLeport of the Secondary School Examinations Council, 1947. Its
rdcommendations modify and extend the Norwood Report. They
were based on the following principles: (a) All secondary-school
courses should be designed with appropriate variety of subjects and
treatment to suit the ages, abilities, and aptitudes of the pupils. In
the later years, the future careers of pupils should have some bear-
ing on the courses provided. (Z?) Those children who can profit by
an extension of full-time education should be encouraged to stay at
School beyond sixteen, (c) The conception of "sixth-form" work
should be maintained and specialisation should never be premature
or excessive.
It was recommended that on leaving school, each pupil should
be provided with a school report giving the fullest information
about him and his abilities and potentialities. Different types of